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GRASS Development Team
I ntroduction

The GRASS Devel opnent Teamis pl eased to announce this new
home for the
open source Geogr aphi c Resour ces Anal ysi s Support
System (GRASS).
GRASS has been under continual devel opnent since 1982 and
has involved
a large nunber of federal US agencies, universities, and
private compa-
ni es. The core conponents of CGRASS and t he nanagenent of
the integra-
tion of the efforts into GRASS rel eases were acconpli shed
by the Con-
struction Engineering Resesarch Laboratory (CERL) in
Champaign, llli-
noi s. CERL completed the |last conbi ned rel ease of GRASS
as version 4.1
in 1992 and provi ded updates and patches to this release
through 1995.
It has been estimated that several mllion dollars of
GRASS software
devel opnent efforts across the governnent have been com

pleted since the
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4.1 release. Since 1997 GRASS is devel oped by a consortium
of worldwide
researcher and progranmers at wuniversities and private

companies. GRASS
G S is released under GNU General Public License.
Pl ans
We have several goals for the rel ease of GRASS i ncl udi ng:
We have released GRASS version 4.2.x GRASS
4.2.x consists
of the GRASS 4.1 engine with the addi-
tion of many new
progranms that have been submitted by the us-

er community.

Revanped docunentation. |In keeping with the

tradition of

maki ng CGRASS avail able to the greatest audi-

ence possible,

are rel easi ng new versions of the docunenta-

tion. The cur-

rent Users, Programmers, and Installation

Guides are cur-

rently available in Adobe PDF format.

The release of version 5.0. Major changes

to this ver-
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sion includes support for floating-point
numbers and the
separation of 0 and null. This version of
GRASS gener-
ates DI FFERENT grass format files due to the
floating and
nul | support.

Current Status

As of Decenber 1997, we have released GRASS 4.2 to the
public. GRASS 5
has been released under GPL |icense in Oktober 1999 and
already under-
gone several beta rel eases towards GRASS 5. Ostabl e.

The Future of GRASS

Qur main goal is to keep GRASS alive and prospering and
available to
the wuser community. W hope that the continued interest
in GRASS will
result inits further devel opnent and enhancenent.

Resear chers

Li st of authors Ot her cooperating scientists, groups, and
agencies
GRASS Devel oprent Team

Addr ess:

GRASS Devel oprent Team

U. S. Headquarters (GRASS 4 coordination)
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Center for Applied Geographic and Spatial Research
Bayl or University

Phone: (254) 710-2361

emai | : grass@ayl or. edu

P. OO Box 97354 Waco, TX 76798

Eur opean Headquarters (GRASS 5 coordi nati on)
Institute of Physical Geography-Landscape Ecol ogy
Uni versity of Hannover

Schnei der berg 50

30167 Hannover

Cer many
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